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Pathfinders	


A ministry for children and youth aged 9-16, focusing on spiritual growth, citizenship, outdoor activities, recreation, skill-building, and crafts. Many local congregations sponsor a Pathfinder Club.





Potluck (Fellowship meal)*	


A “bring your own dish” style meal, usually following a worship service. Church members usually bring a wide variety of casseroles, salads, vegetable dishes, and desserts for potluck meals. A great place to sample local and usually vegetarian cuisine.





Quarterly*	


The Sabbath school lesson guide provided at the beginning of each quarter. It is a useful resource in the study of the Bible.





Remnant		


A biblical term meaning God’s chosen people for the end of time.





Sabbath 	


Adventists observe the seventh day of the week, Saturday, as a day of worship, rest and ministry in harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus. Sabbath is the time between sunset on Friday evening and sunset on Saturday evening.





Sabbath School	


This is the first of our corporate worship services. Held on Sabbath morning, it is a time of Bible study, praise, fellowship and sharing.





Scripture(s) 	


Another word used to describe the Bible, the written word of God. Written by chosen people under guidance from God, the Old and New Testaments are the revelation of God’s will. The Scriptures contain the knowledge necessary for salvation. 





SDA (“sevvies”)	


Abbreviated references to Seventh-day Adventists or the Seventh-day Adventist church. Although not a preferred abbreviation, is it used fondly by church members referring to one-another or the church.








Sometimes people who belong to a close-knit community use terms and expressions that mean much to them, but little to others. As


 you visit with us you may hear some words that you do not understand. This glossary of key Adventist terms can help. The list is not exhaustive and provides simple definitions.











Glossary of “Adventist” terms
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Tithe/Offerings*	


Tithe is a biblical concept (see Malachi 3:10 and Numbers 18:20, 21) referring to 10 percent of income. 


All members are encouraged to return tithe to God through His church to support the ministry of preaching, teaching, and evangelising. Offerings are additional funds donated by members to support the needs of the local church or specified ministries not usually supported by tithe. Both are collected each week during the worship service. Members indicate where the money goes on the tithe and offering envelopes. These are usually kept in the pew rack.





Union*	


Not a reference to a labour union, but to a midlevel administrative unit of the denomination, usually coordinating the work of a number of conferences or missions in a region. (South Pacific Division includes four unions: the Australian Union, the New Zealand Union, the Trans-Pacific Union and the Papua New Guinea Union.) Unions assist with financial administration, offer resource development and help to provide educational resources on a scale unavailable to most conferences.





Vespers* 	


Worship experiences on either Friday or Sabbath evenings designed to assist members in welcoming the Sabbath or reflecting on its meaning. Often coordinated at or near sundown times, these are frequently smaller and less formal gatherings of members in either homes or church buildings. A vesper program often includes Bible study, testimony and music.








* Adopted from Adventist Review, February 18, 1999 


(221), p.29, Review and Herald Publishing Association, USA.
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Foot washing (Ordinance of humility)*	


A pre-Communion fellowship experience in which all baptised members are invited to wash the feet of a chosen partner in accordance with Jesus’ command to His disciples (see John 13:3-15). This signifies a willingness to humbly serve each other as Christians. Many churches provide separate areas for men, women and married couples. Foot washing can be a powerful symbol of reconciliation between estranged members and is designed to spiritually prepare participants for the Lord’s Supper which immediately follows.





GC (General Conference)*	


An abbreviated reference to the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, the worldwide administrative headquarters with offices in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA.





Gospel 	


A term used to describe the “good news” of salvation, made possible by Jesus’ death and resurrection.	





Health message*	


A generic term referring to the Adventist long tradition of advocating healthful living, including dietary reform, lifestyle improvement, and natural remedies. Other people desiring healthy lifestyle changes appreciate the Adventist health message.





Holy Spirit 	


Although God is one, the Bible speaks of three divine Persons: God the father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit draws men and women to Himself and extends spiritual gifts to the church.





Lay people	


A term used to describe active church members who are not officially employed by the organisation, but are willing to use their talents to further the work of the church.





Pastor	


Adventist ministers are often called “pastors”. Pastors are dedicated to assist their congregations grow in faith. Preaching and teaching are important aspects of the pastor’s role. Pastors are also involved in regular visitations and spiritual direction matters. Dedicated teams of lay people support the pastor in his or her role.	 








Communion (Lord’s Supper)*


The celebration of the meal Jesus inaugurated with His disciples on the evening before His arrest and crucifixion (see Luke 22:14-20). It is often preceeded by a service of foot washing. Adventists use unfermented grape juice and small pieces of bread to symbolise the blood and body of Jesus. Most Adventist churches celebrate Communion at Sabbath worship services at least once a quarter - often on the last Sabbath of the quarter.





Conference (Conference office)*


The administrative and resource centre that coordinates the efforts of local congregations or churches in a given region (eg Greater Sydney Conference, North New Zealand Conference)





Deacon/Deaconess*	


The word means literally the “servant” of the local church. The deacon/deaconess is responsible for helping to meet the physical needs of members and of maintaining the church building and grounds. A deacon/deaconess may assist with offering collection, ushering, coordinating church work projects, and in assisting needy members.





Division*	


The largest administrative subsection of the denomination, often encompassing a continental landmass or a trans-national region grouped by common language (Africa-Indian Ocean) or history (South Pacific, Euro-Asia). There are 13 divisions in the world fellowship of Seventh-day Adventists.





Elder*	


A local leader of a congregation, the elder is responsible for helping to coordinate the life and mission of the church in the community. There may be multiple elders in a congregation. An elder often helps to plan worship, may serve on the church board, and may be responsible for overseeing a given aspect of the church’s ministry.





Ellen G. White*	


Prominent leader of the early Seventh-day Adventist Church. Adventists believe that Ellen White exercised the biblical gift of prophecy during her more than 70 years of public ministry. Her numerous books and articles continue 


to powerfully shape the church and are considered by most Adventists to represent divinely inspired counsel from God on many matters of teaching, lifestyle and health.





ABC (Adventist Book Centre)* 	


Christian bookshops selling Adventist and other Christian books, magazines, Bibles, devotional materials, educational resources, and vegetarian food products. 





ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency)*


This humanitarian and disaster relief program operates in more than 140 countries around the world. It coordinates both donated moneys and government grants to manage hunger-relief programs, promote economic development, provide medical care, and distribute clothing, without respect to race, religion or gender.





Advent	


The term “advent” is used to describe the second coming, or the soon return, of Jesus to this earth. Adventists believe that the second coming will be literal, personal, visible and worldwide. The time of the event has not been revealed so we need to be spiritually ready at all times.





Baptism	


Adventists consider baptism by immersion as a personal and public symbol of union with Jesus, the forgiveness of sins and the acceptance of the Holy Spirit (see below for definition) in our lives. The Bible says that Jesus was also baptised by immersion.





Blessed hope	


Adventists look forward to the second coming, or the soon return, of Jesus. This event is “the blessed hope” of the church and the climax of the gospel.





Camp meeting*	


Annual gathering of Seventh-day Adventists in a given conference (see below for definition), often including onsite housing in cabins, tents, recreational vehicles, and trailers. Camp meetings offer inspirational preaching, music, seminars and fellowship. They may vary in length from a single weekend to 10 days. 





Church school *	


Primary or secondary-level private Christian schools operated by one or more Adventist congregations in an area. Most church school teachers and administrators are Seventh-day Adventists. The school is usually funded by a combination of church subsidies and parent-paid tuition.














